SECOND MEDITERRANEAN AGREEMENT           133
Likewise Turkey, constituted by the treaties guardian of the Straits, can neither cede any portion of her sovereign rights, nor delegate her authority to any other Power in Asia Minor.
6.  The desire of the three Powers to be associated with Turkey for the common defence of these principles.
7.   In case of Turkey resisting any illegal enterprises such as are indicated in Article 5, the three Powers will immediately come to an agreement as to the measures to be taken for causing to be respected the independence of the Ottoman Empire and the integrity of its territory as secured by previous treaties.
8.   Should the conduct of the Porte, however, in the opinion of the three Powers, assume the character of complicity with or connivance at any such illegal enterprise, the three Powers will consider themselves justified by existing treaties in proceeding, either jointly or separately, to the provisional occupation by their forces, military or naval, of such points of Ottoman territory as they may agree to consider it necessary to occupy in order to secure the objects determined by previous treaties.
9.   The existence and the contents of the present Agreement between the three Powers shall not be revealed, either to Turkey or to any other Powers who have not yet been informed of it, without the previous consent of all and each of the three Powers aforesaid.
The undersigned Ambassador of His Majesty the King of Italy has been instructed to sign the present Note and to exchange it against an identic Note of the Government of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary.
Vienna, December 16, 1887.
Nigra.